Question: What should I do when my child doesn’t know how to read a word?

Oftentimes, parents overrely on “sound it out” as a strategy. Like a table with only one leg, additional support is needed.
There are two other cueing systems which support phonics: meaning and structure cues. In order to build a strong founda-
tion in reading, good readers develop flexible and simultaneous use of all three cueing systems. Here are prompts or ques-
tions to help your child become a strong reader.

What word would make sense in this What sound does the word
sentence? begin with?

Watch my finger and

/ slowly sound out the
Did that make sense? word as Tuncover it
Let’s try it again.

Meaning cues
(context of a sentence)

Phonetic cues
(sounding out the words by
letter, syllables, and word parts)

Are there other parts of
the word that you know
(-ing, -ed, -er, -est, etc.)

Look at the picture and
see if you can find a
clue to help you figure
out the word.

Structure cues
(grammatical structure of a sentence)

Let’s skip the word
and come back to it

again.
& You used a word that makes sense

but if it were “pony,” what would it
begin with? What letter do you
see? Think of a word that is like a
pony but begins with an “h.”

Did the word sound right in the
sentence?
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